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Welcome

Welcome to Easington Colliery Primary School. We are delighted to have your child at our school and look
forward to watching them flourish! Our pupils are at the centre of everything we do. We aim to create a nurturing
and supportive environment, with relationships front and centre, and a wide range of educational experiences.

This information is intended to answer some of the questions you may have, but please feel free to contact one of
our dedicated school office staff, should you have any further queries.

If you have any concerns about your child, please speak to their class teacher in the first instance. Also, the Senior

Leadership Team are available to speak to parents/carers, via appointment, should you wish.

Mrs R Francis
Headteacher
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The School Day
Time Event
7:45am Early Breakfast Club £1 charge
8:00am Free Breakfast Club for all children
8:30am Nursery morning session starts
8:45am School officially starts
11:30am Nursery morning sessions ends
11:30am School lunchtime begins (Reception first)
12:15pm Nursery afternoon session starts
1:15pm Dinner ends
3:05pm School finishes for Reception
3:15pm School finishes for Years 1 -6
3:15pm Nursery afternoon session ends
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School doors are open around school, and manned by school staff, from 8:40am - 8:45am. If your
child arrives after 8.45am, they will need to enter school via the late door, on the yard (until 9am).

Puplls who are regu.larlg arriving at the late door will be referred. to the attendance manager.

At the end of the school day, pupils are dismissed from various points around the perimeter of the
school:

Nursery - from nursery

Reception - from reception door

Year 1 - outside of Y1&2 entrance door

Year 2 - the MUGA

Year 3 - the gazebo (main yard)

Year 4 - main yard

Year 5 - main yard

Year 6 - main gard

Dinner Times

Year Group | Start time End time
Nursery 11.30 1215
Reception 11.30 12.30
Year 1 1.45 12.30
Year 2 1.45 12.30
Year 3 12.00 12.45
Year 4 12.00 12.45
Year 5 1215 13.00
Year 6 1215 13.00
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We run our own kitchens and provide a wide variety of good quality, nutritious meals, including
breakfast, healthy snacks and dinners.
Menus operate on a three-week rolling basis and are changed twice a year, in line with the children’s

preferences. Each day there are two hot options, a range of sandwiches and jacket potatoes.

Some children prefer to bring a packed lunch (healthg ones please with no chocolate bars or ﬁzzg
drinks). Dinner time is a valuable part of your child's personal and social education. Children who
bring a packed lunch to school eat alongside children having a school dinner, with our lunchtime staff

supervising them.

If your child has a dietary requirement e.g. Halal or vegetarian, then please make the School Office
aware of this. If your child needs a special diet relating to a medical issue, then please obtain medical
evidence for this and contact the School Office to make an appointment to discuss this with a member

of the Senior Leadership Team.

School lunches currently cost £2.15 per day or £10.75 per week. Meals must be paid for using
'ParentPag' which is an online system for paying for school meals and trips. Please note that children

in Reception to Year 2 receive a free school dinner provided by the Government's Universal Infant

School Meal scheme.
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Teaching Arrangements
The school consists of four Phases:
Phase 1 Nursery & Reception
Phase 2 Years 1 and 2
Phase 3 Years 3 and 4
Phase 4 Years 5 and 6

Each Phase at Easington Colliery Primary School consists of a phase leader, teachers, higher level
teaching assistants/teaching assistants, plus additional support in some areas. They incorporate
classrooms, teaching areas, creative spaces and a variety of IT. These areas can be used imaginatively

to promote independent working, sometimes using our handheld devices.

Attendance and Holidays
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ECPS School Holiday and Term Dates 2025 - 2026 .
If your child cannot attend on a

particular day, it is important we know

310 17 24

411 18 25

about the reason for absence - please

telephone us and leave a message,

giving your child's details and reason

The number of term days shown is 193. Three of these days should be taken

e e S e st for absence. Any child arriving after

9:30 a.m. is recorded as being absent
for the whole of that morning session and as such this will count against your child's attendance
record. Should you not inform us about your child’s attendance, we will send an email home asking

for the reason for absence. You can respond to this message directly.

Any absence that we cannot account for, or we disagree with, will be unauthorised. The school works
closely with the Attendance Improvement Team to tackle irreqular attendance. We are no longer able
to authorise leave of absences during term time, including for holidays (except in exceptional
circumstances). This may result in a fixed penalty fine, even if your child’s attendance is good. Leave
of absences should be requested on the Leave of Absence Form (available on the school website or
from the office) so that the Head Teacher can decide whether the leave of absence should be
authorised or not. Unauthorised absences for any reasons of more than five days in a rolling period,

may result in the pursuit of a fixed penalty notice.

If you have any concerns about your child’s attendance, please see Mr Dickinson or your child’s
teacher. Children whose attendance falls below our school target of 95%, are monitored closely by
the school, and this may result in meetings and action being taken to raise the levels of attendance.
Withdrawing children disrupts their learning and can interfere with their educational progress;

teachers do not provide work for children whilst they are on holiday.

Wrap Around Care
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We understand that some of our parents work and therefore need our support with regards to child

care, before and after school.

Breakfast Club

We have an early breakfast club from 7:45am-8am, which costs £1.

We hold a free breakfast club which is open to all children. From 8:00 am, children can sign
themselves in, then have breakfast. Toast, cereals, fruit and yoghurt are always on offer, but

throughout the week there will also be muffins, cheese on toast, and sometimes bacon sandwiches!

The breakfast club is run by school staff. Children do not need to book a place. You can just turn up

as and when you wishl

Fun Club (Childcare)

We run our own childcare provision after school. This runs straight after school and is available until
6pm, where needed. Children access high quality activities in a fun and stimulating environment.
Activities have included cookery, arts and crafts, sports, as well as free play. Children will receive a
light tea and unlimited water and milk. There are three levels of charges: £2 (up until 3.45pm); £7
(up until 4.45pm), and £8 (up until 6pm).

For more information please contact the school office.

Care of Children

Easington Colliery Primary School has the Inclusion Quality Mark Flagship Status. The welfare of children is a
high priority for all staff, and we aim to keep your child safe and secure, during their time in school. Pastoral
care is seen as a shared responsibility. Teachers and Teaching Assistants are on duty during
the morning breaks. Lunchtime Supervisors care for the children at lunchtimes.
Parents/Carers are advised to discuss road safety with their children, though our ECPS

Ambassadors will do this too!

We appreciate your cooperation in keeping information up to date regarding where parents can be
contacted during the school day, should this be necessary. If any changes occur, please inform us

immediately via email easington.colliery@durhamlearning.net or 0191 5270293. The school also has

a Facebook page, and a school website.

We have contacts with a number of support agencies that could be useful to individual parents.

9


mailto:easington.colliery@durhamlearning.net

Easington Colliery Primary School

Information for Parents

2025 - 2026

Medical

Parents are requested to inform the school about any medical conditions, dietary requirements etc, as

they arise. It is important that appropriate forms are completed.

If a child becomes ill during the school day, parents will be informed as soon as
possible. In the case of an accident, one of our qualified first aiders will treat the injury
and parents will be informed by first aid slip. Parents are informed by telephone in the
case of bumps or injuries to the head. In circumstances where the first-aider feels
further medical assistance is required, then parents will be contacted and asked to
collect their child, to seek medical advice. In extreme emergencies, the school may contact the
emergency services and if the child needs to go to hospital, a designated member of staff will

accompany them until a parent arrives.

If prescribed medication needs to be taken during school time, then the medicine must be handed in
at the school office, and the appropriate form completed. Medication must be in its original container
and must display the child’'s name and dosage. Please note that we can only give prescribed

medication to children and not medication which has been purchased.

Admission and Access for Pupils with Disabilities

We are a fully inclusive school and we work closely with parents to ensure we accommodate every
child’s needs, and as such, we support a number of children with various needs and disabilities. We
would appreciate early visits from parents in this position, so that we can discuss the child’s needs

and ensure everything is in place to include the child fully in the life of the school.

Cycling to and from School

There is a cycle/scooter stand near to school to which your child can lock their bike/scooter. Should
you wish your child to cycle to school then you must satisfy yourself that they have sufficient
competence to ride safely and be safe on the local roads to and from school. We would insist that
children use cycle helmets. Upon arrival at school, it is essential that the bikes/scooters are locked
away immediately, and not ridden around the playground. All bikes/scooters left in the bike store are
left at parents’/owners’ risk as the school cannot accept responsibility for the theft of bikes and any

accessories.
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Jewellery

Jewellery should not be worn in school. It can be a safety hazard to your own and other children,
particularly at playtimes. Older children often wear a watch, which should be cheap and it will be
the child’s responsibility. Smart watches are not permitted.

Earrings - children may wear one stud (smaller than a 5p) in the lobe of each ear. There is clear
guidance from AfPE (The Association for Physical Education) that pupils should not be wearing
earrings at all for PE lessons. Therefore, on PE days, pupils will need to come into school without
earrings in. Alternatively, pupils can remove their earrings themselves prior to the PE lesson and put
them back in themselves after the PE lesson. Any child who is wearing earrings and cannot take

them out themselves will need an adult to come and remove them.

We advise that piercing should take place at the start at the summer break thereby ensuring sufficient

healing time and practice time for removing them.

Money, Mobile Phones and other Valuables

We strongly advise parents/carers to dissuade their children from bringing unnecessary money or
other valuables to school since we cannot quarantee their safety. When such items are brought into
school, under no circumstances should they be left in coat pockets. Money and valuables are the

responsibility of the child to keep safe, especially when changing for PE and swimming.

Mobile phones should not be brought into school. If older pupils need to bring their phone into school,
to be able to communicate with their parents on the way home, or to go between houses, they must
give their mobile phone to an adult as soon as they come into school and must not use it in school
times or on school premises. [f they do not hand it in, and it is confiscated, it will be stored until an

adult collects it.
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Our Curriculum

At Easington Colliery Primary School, we aim to provide a curriculum that inspires every pupil in our

school. We are committed to ensuring that all pupils can access and enjoy their learning. Following

a consultation of governors, staff, parents, and of course

pupils, we have a clear idea of what we all want from our

curriculum, for our children.

Our curriculum is shaped by key drivers:

Equality & inclusion

Meaningful & relevant, experiential & practical,
building upon prior learning

Real life experiences & links

Debate & discussion

Knowledge rich

Finding & nurturing talent
Foster a love and pride of local community
Inspire an ‘awe’ of the world

Life ready!

Wider Curriculum

At Easington Colliery Primary School, we have a wider curriculum offer, which is driven by our

curriculum drivers (above). We believe that pupils flourish in outdoor and adventurous environments,

as well as during practical learning.
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Therefore, in class lessons are as practical and
exciting as possible, with a focus on real life

experiences.

In addition, our pupils have enrichment lessons,
including cookery, forest school, kayaking &

canoe'mg.

Our on-site school garden has raised beds, which

class have responsibilitg for
We also value trips and residentials as another opportunity to d.evelop teamwork skills and resilience.

In addition, from Y2-Y5, every year group has music tuition from Durham Music Service, with every
pupil in year 2, 3, 4 and 5 playing an instrument, in an attempt to find and nurture the hidden

talents that we know our amazing pupils have.

RSHE

To embrace the challenges of creating a happy and successful adult life, pupils need knowledge that
will enable them to make informed decisions about their wellbeing, health and relationships and to

build their self-efficacy. Our aim is that, through RSHE teaching, pupils at ECPS will be able to put
this knowledge into practice, as they develop the capacity to make sound decisions when facing risks

and challenges.

Everyone faces difficult situations in their lives. High quality teaching of RSHE can support our pupils

to develop resilience, to know how and when to ask for help, and to know where to access support.

There is no right to withdraw from Relationships Education or Health Education. Parents do have the
right to request that their child be withdrawn from some or all of sex education, delivered as part of
statutory RSHE. This is only taught in Y6, by health professionals, and parents are given an

opportunity to 'opt out, prior to the sessions.
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Equality & Diversity
At Easington Colliery Primary School, we uphold the @
British value of Tolerance’. We celebrate different faiths Sexual

Sex Orientation Age

and rellglous or non—religlous beliefs bg enhanclng pupils'

understandlng of their place in such a diverse society. This

is rooted in an acceptance that modern Britain is multi- Disakifty qeCnder Marriage and
isabili eassignment Civil Partnership

cultural and multi-faith. Through PSHE/ RSHE and RE

teaching, we acknowledge that we should all be valued as P I(’G\\@\L &

human beings and treated with equal respect and and Haternity Race Religion or belief

consideration.  In doing so, promoting respect and

tolerance for all protected characteristics.

The learning environment ensures all pupils are valued; teachers use approaches appropriate to

different learning styles and build upon cultural experiences. Where there are barriers to learning

(C\MW British such as English as a second Language (EAL) or Special
W’“°",§T£";"';° l \lalue-s i Educational Needs & Disabilities (SEND), teachers will take

into account these requirements and make reasonable

Liberty

adjustments to ensure that the curriculum is accessible to all.

Religious Affiliation

The school is not affiliated with a particular religious denomination. Religious Education follows the
Durham Agreed Syllabus for religious education. The school will make alternative arrangements after
full consultation with parents who exercise their right of withdrawal of their child from religious
worship or instruction.

Parent Support Advisor

Our Parent Support Advisor, Lorraine Smith, works in school Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.
Lorraine offers a wide range of support to parents and carers ranging from helping with routines at

home to running the weekly coffee morning.

Any parent/ carer/ quardian is welcome to contact Lorraine, on 07880180213.

Parking
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|f you arrive by car, please do not park in the school car park, as the gates are often locked at the
start and end of the day. If you require access to the disabled spaces in the car park, please contact
the school office. Be careful where you park on the road, as the traffic wardens do not give people a
second chance! Please be aware that congestion and poor parking is dangerous to children leaving

our premises.

Policies

Many policies are available on our school website, along with additional information. Should you

require a paper copy, or would like it in another language, please contact the School Office.
School Uniform

Children are expected to wear our ‘active’ school uniform.

We want school to be a place where pupils can be active and where they aren't restricted by their
uniform. We also appreciate sensory issues and how restrictive tailored shorts, skirts and trousers
can be, as well as collared shirts. In addition, we are always aiming to be cost effective, and we feel

that the new active umlform will be more durable and cost less.

Below is a list of uniform that your child can wear:
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ANY SCHOOL DAY:

- Plain blue ju.mper/ blue cardigan - with or

- » without school badge
ACtlve Unlform a0’ - Plain white t shirt (this can be dri-fit round neck,

cotton round neck or a polo shirt)

- Plain dark bottoms (plain, unbranded, dark

tracksuit bottoms, leggings, cycling shorts, casual
N2

shorts or tailored trousers, skirt, pinafore or

i shorts)
‘ \ - Plain black trainers

'lub Al

Please ensure hoodies are only worn on PE days and these should be blue/black, with no heavy

ltems should have minimal branding.

PE DAY:

- Plain, unbranded, black or blue hoodies or zip

tops are allowed

- any trainers are suitable on PE days, they do not
have to be black

The active uniform should make uniform easier,
more comfy for pupils and more cost effective for

parents.

branding.

Uniform with the school badge on can be ordered online or in store at Little Gems (Peterlee) & also
online from MyClothing:

https://theschooloutfit.co.uk/collections/little-gems

https://myclothing.com

However, there is no expectation for pupils to wear clothing with the badge on. Plain blue jumpers

and cardigans are available at all supermarkets/ shops like Matalan, for as little as £2-3.
We have a wonderful space and outdoor environment and we use this throughout the year. However,

this means that outdoor clothing can get muddy or scuffed. Please do not buy expensive shoes and

outdoor clothing, as it inevitably will get damaged!
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Withdrawing your child/ Collecting your child from school

If you need to withdraw your child from school for any reason (e.q. dental appointment, doctors etc.)
please let us know in writing or in person. Children leaving the premises must be accompanied by an
adult. In addition, we will not let any child leave the site with an adult that is not known to us. If an
unknown adult is required to collect a child, you must inform the school office prior to collection time,

and ask the adult to be prepared to provide proof of ID/ password. If we are in any doubt, the child
will not be allowed to leave.

Other Information

e For health and safety reasons no dogs are allowed on the school premises, except quide
dogs.
e The school site is also a designated no smoking zone - this includes all buildings and

grounds and applies to smola'mg cigarettes and vaping.
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